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At Convocation last week, the budget and diversity were main topics. Above, Dr. Katharine K. Rodger, former 
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dean of the Lawrence campus, talks to a group of professors about the status of Dominican students. 


Lawsuit against NECC resumes 


Former athletes say 
college knew of 
sexual harassment 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


In 1996, two former female 
basketball players filed a sexual 
harassment suit against Northern 
Essex in which they claimed the 
college knew that former coach 
Jack Hess allegedly had a well-doc- 
umented history of harassing 
female students. 

Filed in Lawrence Superior 
Court by Joleen Morrison and 
Jahayara Santiago, the suit was dis- 
missed by Judge Peter E. Brady, 
who ruled that it had been brought 
too late under a three-year statue of 
limitations, because the women 
allege the conduct started in 1992. 


Last month, however, the 
Appeals Court reversed Brady’s 
ruling. Justice Fernande R.V. 
Duffly wrote in a decision the court 
stated some of the harassment alle- 
gations concern incidents in 1994, 
within the statue of limitations. 

On Dee. 19, the court ruled that 
because there is some evidence of a 
continuous pattern of harassment in 
the case, the plaintiffs should be 
allowed to continue their lawsuit. 
The plaintiffs can do this by alleg- 
ing that the college perpetuated a 
hostile education environment in 
allowing Hess to coach despite 
serious, prior complaints. 

Hess, who served as athletic 
director and golf coach in addition 
to his position as basketball coach, 
was dismissed by NECC on Sept. 
1, 1995, after nearly a year of accu- 
sations, hearings and investiga- 
tions. 

The Board of Trustees, based 
on a recommendation from then 
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Jack Hess, former NECC 
women’s basketball coach. 


President John R. Dimitry who was 
actually named in the lawsuit, 
decided to end Hess’s association 
with NECC. 


See Coach, page 6 


het De hadboRaik degiy By 


oom : ae LIBRARY. — 


NTY COLLEGE 


ea i ek oh a oe A 


Features 


The Neptunes, one 
of music s hottest 
commodities 


Budget cuts 
approaching 


Romney 8 impending 
budget cuts to affect 
NECC 


By DAVID WILLIS 
Editor 


Northern Essex 
College and _ all 


Community 
colleges around 


Massachusetts are feeling the heat of 


Goy. Mitt Romney’s inevitable budget 
cuts. 

Since the state is facing a $60 mil- 
lion deficit this fiscal year, and as 
much as $2 billion by next year, the 
Legislature has granted Romney the 
power to cut higher education and 
local aid by as much as 10 percent 
during this year. The cut could grow to 
as much as $200 million by the begin- 
ning of next year. This could cause 
major problems for many colleges, 
including Northern Essex. 

“Any cut this year will be very 
difficult to handle,” President David 
Hartleb said in an interview, 

Hartleb said the college has 
already suffered a cut of 15 percent 
over the past two years so “there isn’t 
a lot of money lying around.” 

MTA President Catherine A. 
Boudreau said ina press release, “This 
legislation would almost. certainly 
bring lasting harm to public education 
and public higher education,” 

One of the most damaging possi- 
bilities would be if there were cuts 
during this fiscal year. A fiscal year 
starts every July | and ends the next 
June 30,so the school is currently in 
the middle of this year. During each 
year the school is budgeted a certain 
amount of money that they plan to 
use. If the budget were cut during the 
year, it would cause major problems 
since the school’s budget is already 
set. 

Joseph T. LeBlanc, the statewide 
vice president of MCCC, said that the 
college could handle cuts for this year, 
but did not express hope for the dire 
scenario of FY04. 

“The college could not handle a 
20 percent cut,” LeBlane said. 

Paul Bevilacqua, the vice presi- 
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President David Hartleb is con- 
cerned with the budget cuts. 


dent and dean of academic affairs, had 
a more positive outlook on the situa- 
tion. He said, “We are comfortable 
that we will continue to make 
progress.” 

Bevilacqua said that it was diffi- 
cult to predict what is going to happen 
since no one knows how high the cuts 
will be, but said that the most impor- 
tant thing is to “set priorities for any- 
thing that comes up.” 

But despite the impending budget 
crisis, the school is continuing to grow 
and improve. Enrollment is again way 
up for the spring semester, continuing 
the trend set in the fall. 

“Any business is either growing 
or dying,” Hartleb said of the increase. 
He went on to say that it proves that 
NECC is growing and it shows that 
the college is meeting student needs or 
it wouldn’t be growing. He also men- 
tioned that a benefit of increased 
enrollment is that it produces income. 

The lone negative to a growth in 
enrollment, Hartleb said, is that some 
resources may be “maxed out.” There™ 
is always the issue of limited parking 
for students, but Hartleb said that this 
usually sorts itself out. There’s also 
the issue of classes filling quickly. But 
students registering for classes quick- 
ly can solve that, he said. 

Hartleb said he felt the school is 
changing in a positive way. Along 
with the growth in traditional college 
students, the college has made great 
advances in technology. 

Hartleb said smart classrooms are 
also being added at the pace of two per 
year. 

“Technology can assist and 
improve the learning experience,” 
Hartleb said. 
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Read and enjoy 


Many people are not aware of the 
work that is put into a college news- 
paper. The staff of The Observer 
must take time out of their lives to 
conduct interviews, find opinions, do 
research, and write their stories. They 
then spent endless hours in the news- 
room producing the paper that read- 
ers see on Wednesday, or whenever 
you pick it up off the newsstands. 
They do all of this while still going to 
school. Not to mention many staff 
members hold down full-time jobs. 
So the best way to repay those writ- 
ers is, read the paper. 

Any writer loves to see a student, 


Welcome the 


A new 
semester has 
started at 
Northern 
Pass. eX 
Community 
College, and 
with it brings 
a new editor 
to the NECC 
Observer. Allow me to introduce 
myself, | am David Willis and I 
will be taking the reigns of editor 
from Gayle Simone. ; 

I am a freshman at NECC 
beginning my second semester. | 
graduated from Pentucket High 
School in 2002. I was on the staff 
of my high school newspaper, the 
Pentucket Profile, for my junior 
and senior year. My major role for 
the Profile was as head sports 
writer, for which I covered many 
high school sporting events and 


or professor, reading their paper, or 
even better, their article. It gives the 
writer a sense of pride that they are 
getting out to the masses. 

It’s even better when a reader 
tells a writer that they enjoyed the 
article they worked so hard on. So 
feel free to tell your favorite 
Observer reporter you enjoyed their 
article. 

It’s also good to get reaction let- 
ters from readers. Be a_ good 
American and exercise your First 
Amendment rights of free speech and 
freedom of the press. Whether you 
enjoyed the piece, or totally dis- 
agreed with, it still shows that people 
are reading it. Feel free to write in 
and voice an opinion. This is the best 
source for news and sports involving 
NECC. So take advantage. 


new editor 


major news in college and profes- 
sional sports. Along with writing 
for the newspaper I also played on 
the varsity football team, as an 
offensive and defensive lineman, 
which won three consecutive Cape 
Ann League Championships in my 
three years. We also won a Super 
Bowl my sophomore year. | 
returned to the football team as a 
lineman coach this past season, 
which brought another CAL 
championship. I was also a mem- 
ber of the track team which won a 
CAL championship my senior 
year. 

I am very excited to have the 
chance to be the editor of the 
NECC Observer. I am aware that it 
will be difficult to replace Gayle, 
who was very dedicated and great 
at what she did. But I feel that I am 
ready for the challenge and dedi- 
cated to grow as a reporter. 
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Ali Ghorasha, Undecided 
“I definitely would not go—it does- 
n’t involve me.” 


- 


~ patra? 


BEEN NADE...” 
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If the draft were reinstated and you 
were enlisted, how would you feel? 


Ne 


Lance Ard, Physical Education 
“IT would be nervous but after, I 
would feel I have to serve my coun- 


” 


Chris Logue, Political Science 
“T wouldn’t go.” 


Carolyn Zaikowski, Liberal Arts 

“T would refuse it, 1 would protest it, 
and I would encourage others to 
protest it because I feel it is uncon- i 
stitutional.” 2 
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Shane Parker, Art 
“I would go, but we 
need to have a draft.” 


Owen Murphy, Liberal Arts 
“I would feel cheated because I just 
signed up for college here.” 


really don’t 
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It’s easy to start a war when you 
know you won’t be in it. It’s easy to 
start a war when you know your rel- 
atives are not in it. This is the only 
reason why President Bush and his 
followers can declare war whenever 
they feel. 

They’re not physically involved. 
All they have to do is exchange a 
few nasty words to the enemy and 
sign a paper, and then you have a 
war. They’ll just sit back and wait 
until it’s over. They'll cheer on their 
fellow countrymen and women but 
just like a cheerleader, they’re 
always on the sidelines. 

This is where the draft comes 
into play. The draft, for all of the ill 
informed, is, in so many ways, a 
temporary policy that states if you 
are a man in between the ages of 18 
to 26 the government now owns you 
and you must go to war. If you don’t 
comply with the government’s 
demands, you will go to jail and you 
will be fined. (I believe you are 
fined $5,000 and jailed for treason.) 

The draft requirements are 
unclear. | am only briefly recalling 
what the Selective Service said. I’m 
not even sure if they know what’s 
going on. They say you have to sign 
up within 30 days of your 18th 
birthday but within a draft period, 
you would be selected from the ages 
20-26. 

1 believe Rep. Charles Rangel 
(D-N.Y.) was on to something. If I 
could talk to him face to face I bet 
he would agree the current draft 
requirements are unclear. He also 
points out an interesting fact about 
our draft. The draft mainly consists 
of poor. Shouldn’t those in power 
and those who own wealth be shar- 
ing the glory of fighting a war if 
they themselves brought this upon 
the country? 

Rangel says yes. What he pro- 
poses is similar to the old draft 
requirements but it’s clearer and 
involves more people. Anyone from 
the ages of 18 to 26 who is high 
school educated, no matter of their 
income level, could be drafted. 
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More men go off to a war in which they may or may not want to fight. 


Those impaired will service in com- 
munity service probably to assist in 
the war in some fashion. 

The plan Rangel proposes is stu- 
pid in a sense because it involves 
more people and college students 
can be included. His intent was not 
to pass the bill but to get people to 


think and to scare those in power. It 
is because they are in power they 
dictate the way they do. It is when 
they are involved when everything 
changes. 

Maybe this will shed some light 
on the small facts of life. We let 
these politicians do what they do 


and they think they can get away 
with anything. It makes you stop 
and think. You don’t need to know 
what you’re suppose to think 
because you were concerned about 
it all the time. And maybe it’s time 
you spoke up about it. 

If the draft is reinstated there 


KRT 


will be a euphoria of shouts and 
cries in disapproval. The itching 
urge of anarchy will be silently 
swooping in as we prepare to fight a 
war on our own... 


National Health care shouldn’t be easy 


To the Editor: 


Michael Boucher’s very first 
sentence (from his National Health 
Care story), “It would be so easy to 
go into a hospital and be cared for 
without thinking about it” is sup- 
posed to be an argument for nation- 
al health care. It is just the opposite. 
Going into a hospital should never 
be easy. It should be an event that 
requires lots of thought and be basi- 
cally the last resort. 

He states that “It isn’t fair” that 

some people are without health care. 
My job provides health care bene- 
fits. I pay for some of it with 
monthly contributions. The rest is 
provided as part of my job benefit 
.package. It is a benefit that is 
earned. My question to Mr. 
Boucher is who is going to pay for 
his national health care system. The 
answer is simple - we all are. 

He thinks we should all have 
“equal health care”. Shouldn’t we 
all have equal housing and equal 
cars and equal vacations? Wouldn't 


that be fair? I have no idea what 
“equal health care” would be. He 
completely avoids the huge problem 
facing us in health care - namely, 


with better and more expensive pro- 


cedures available everyday, who 
decides who gets treated and at what 
expense? 

Free health care would devastate 
our system. Everyone would want 
everything. He states “everyone can 
receive good health care with all the 
benefits they need”. Who will be 
the arbiter of need vs. want? Trouble 
with your vision, get laser surgery. 
A bit overweight, have a tummy 
tuck. Experiencing some 
headaches, have a CAT = scan. 
Feeling some pain in the old bones, 
have a bone scan. Losing your hair, 
get a hair transplant. Seeing a doc- 
tor should not be for frivolous rea- 
sons. When things are free people 
tend to take it whether they need it 
or not. The demand on health care 
will be so great, the wait in a doc- 
tor’s office will grow exponentially. 
This will actually discourage people 


with a real need from seeing a doc- 
tor. 

He thinks he knows what the 
problem is: “poor management and 
policy making of politicians”. If he 
is correct, then solve that problem. 
Why would a national health care 
system fix poor management and 
politicians? My guess is that it 
would only make it worse. 

Doctors are not making “unrea- 
sonably large sums of money” any- 
more. By making them essentially 
government employees, the author 
thinks we will have more doctors. 
Just the opposite would happen. 
The best and brightest are not going 
to choose a career where their salary 
is controlled by the government. 
What incentive would be there to be 
the best in your field? Why bother 
to improve your skills when your 
salary is controlled by some bureau- 
crat? With everyone running to a 
doctor with every little problem, 
doctors would be inundated with 
frivolous visits from people with 
nothing better to do but see the doc- 


tor. 

“National health care would be 
so cool”. So wouldn’t having every- 
one who buys a lottery ticket win a 
million dollars. He states, “It’s 
another one of those things you 
won’t have to worry about”. Life is 
not supposed to be easy and worry 
free. It is this very struggle for life 
that brings out the best in us. Health 
care is something that we should 
worry about. It should be earned 
and paid for. We should eat right, 
exercise, and take care of ourselves. 
We should try to avoid doctors and 
hospitals rather than make them as 
accessible as the corner store. 
National health care is not the solu- 
tion - it is snake oil. 


George Medelinskas 
Professor 

Computer & Information 
Sciences 


Send a letter 
to the 


Observer. 


Send Email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop letters off in our 
newsroom, F-129, 


Behrakis Student Center 
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SUV ‘terror’ ads detract 
from real point of message 


“ 


STAFF EDITORAL 
Oregon Daily Emerald 


(U-WIRE) EUGENE, Ore. - 
Over the past few decades, the 
United States’ love affair with the 
automobile has become more and 
more an addiction to the pump as it is 
anything else. One of the main caus- 
es is the rising importance of what 
was once a niche vehicle: The sport- 
utility vehicle, or SUV. 

The auto industry, seizing on the 
“flavor-of-the-month” status that the 
Chevrolet Suburban enjoyed, has 
produced ever larger and less fuel- 
efficient SUVs. With more and more 
SUVs on the roads, the need for the 
pump is greater than ever, to the 
nation’s environmental, social and 
political detriment. 

Conservative commentator 
Arianna Huffington has taken a stand 
against increasingly unnecessary 
SUV use, although we think she’s 
using the wrong tactics. 
Advertisements that she helped cre- 
ate are now playing in the nation’s 
largest car markets, claiming that dri- 
ving an SUV is tantamount to sup- 
porting Osama bin Laden. Her argu- 
ment: America buys oil from mostly 


Benzino 


By JIM FARBER 
New York Daily News 


(KRT) Hip hop loves a war of 
words. From Ice Cube trading bitter 
retorts with Easy-E, to Jay-Z spew- 
ing angry rounds with Nas, rap feuds 
have fueled interest and sales _ and 
sometimes bloodshed. 

Now comes one of rap’s most 
pitched and, some say, mismatched 
battles. Benzino, a modest-selling 
rapper from Boston, has picked a 
fight with the mightiest hip-hop star 
around, Eminem. 

The face-off has music fans 
buzzing. 

On raps released this year, 
Benzino (formerly Raymond Scott) 
wrote of Eminem: “You’re the rap 
David Duke/The rap Hitler ... I’m 
the rap Malcolm (X), the rap Martin 
(Luther King).” And on his new 
album, “Redemption,” which hits 
stores today, he calls Eminem “2003 


foreign sources, including Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq, and these sources 
have had links to terrorist groups, 
such as Hamas and al Qaeda. Ergo, to 
buy oil from these sources is to fund 
terrorism. 

While we believe that U.S. 
dependence on foreign — and all — 
fossil fuels should be diminished sig- 
nificantly, we also believe that 
Huffington’s ads oversimplify a 
much more complex problem. While 
it is true that some wealthy Saudi 
Arabians have funded terrorism, it is 
often from their personal wealth and 
not directly from oil profits. 

Secondly, at least some of them 
give their money not to directly 
sponsor the killing of innocents by 
suicide bombers, but instead into 
more benign purposes that these 
groups, unfortunately, provide. 
Either out of political opportunism or 
genuine concern, groups like Hamas 
actually provide education, food and 
clothes to the people under their 
purview. 

The Huffington SUV ads were 
designed to parody the overplayed 
Ad Council/Partnership for a Drug- 
Free America ads (“It’s only harm- 
less fun. ... I helped kill a family in 
Colombia”) that try to link marijuana 


with terrorism. Both ad campaigns 
are very misleading, and 

instead of trying to foster a dis- 
cussion of the issues, they use scare 
tactics to disguise the truth. 

In the anti-marijuana ads, the 
argument is reductive to the point of 
ridiculousness. All drugs do not 
come from countries that support ter- 
rorism, and even if they did, follow- 
ing the money back to any one spe- 
cific source or act of terrorism is 
nearly impossible. Substitute “oil” 
for drugs” in the preceding sentence, 
and the same point is true of the SUV 
ads. 

Instead of offering the average 
citizen falsehoods to discuss around 
the nation’s water coolers, as these 
ads do, why not take an informed 
look at how much of the total U.S. oil 
imports come from which nations; 
how much U.S. fossil fuel consump- 
tion is because of SUVs; and then put 
that information in front of the public 
and let them think about the issue? 

We applaud the fact that people 
are starting to wake up and realize 
that an overbearing dependence on 
fossil fuels is dangerous. However, 
the tactics Huffington is using are 
counterproductive to a real discus- 
sion of the issue. 


What’s up people? For all of 
you who don’t know me, I am 
Michael Boucher. During the 
spring semester of 2003, I will be 
your opinion editor for the second 
time. 

This is going to be some 
semester. Already there are big 
things happening around us. It will 
be these current events as well as 
future events on which I will pub- 
licly state my opinions in 
newsprint. I will not be sugar-coat- 
ing anything I write, so don’t be 
surprised if you read something 
that you don’t agree with. 

You should see me at times 
walking down hallways on campus 
for Roaming Reporter. The 
Roaming Reporter is your chance 
to have your opinion (and picture) 
in the paper. It’s a great opportuni- 


ty, and you'll become an instant 
celebrity. So if you see me on cam- 
pus with a camera around my 
neck, don’t be shy, tell me what 
you think. 

In addition to being an opinion 
editor, I am the advertising manag- 
er. I get the ads that go in our 
paper. If you own a business or 
know somebody who does, refer 
them to me and I will assure you 
they will get a good deal. Call me 
at (978)-556-3634 or email at 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Check 
out the website at 
http://www.geocities.com/brillo_b 
oucher/adinfo.html. 

I believe that the opinion sec- 
tion as well as the entire school 
paper will be even better in the 
year 2003 than before. Our staff is 
experienced and confident in 
putting together eight issues of the 
paper every semester. We know 
how to get the job done, and we 
know how to get the job done 
right. Here we are again to work 
on another award-winning semes- 
ter. 

For any questions or com- 
ments and what not, you can email 
me at brillo boucher@yahoo.com. 
Look at the website too at 
http://www.geocities.com/brillo_b 
oucher. 


vs. Eminem: Principle or publicity 


Vanilla Ice.” 

The genre’s sales king has taken 
the bait. Eminem tagged the well- 
seasoned Benzino (who declines to 
give his age) an “83-year-old fake 
Pacino,” asserting that “real lyricists 
don’t even take you serious/It’s not 
that we don’t like you, we hate you, 
period.” And: “You’re the softest, 
fakest, wanna-be gangsta in New 
York and it’s pitiful.” 

Benzino claims the battle isn’t 
personal but political. Unlike most 
rap tussles, which center on skills or 
street credibility, this one hinges on 
race. 

Benzino says Eminem’s huge 
sales mean that “hip hop is being 
taken away from black and Latin 
people. ...When he comes to Radio 
City Music Hall (at the MTV Video 
Music Awards two years ago) with 
100 white guys with blue eyes and 
acts like he’s a gangsta, he under- 
stands what’s going on.” 

Benzino draws a parallel to the 


ad campaign for Elvis’ “No. | Hits” 
that reads: “Before anyone did any- 
thing, Elvis did everything.” 

“That’s a slap in the face to all of 
the black people who did those things 
before Elvis,” Benzino says. “I’m 
afraid in 30 years, they'll say the 
same thing about Eminem.” 

Eminem has also noted these 
ironies, and he never fails to give 
“props” to hip hop’s black leaders. 

According to Dave Itzkoff, asso- 
ciate editor of Spin, “It’s a slippery 
slope when you make the argument 
that hip hop is only a black person’s 
art. Certainly, its origins are in that 
community, but if you want it to 
endure as an art form you have to let 
other people have their way with it.” 

But here’s where Benzino sees a 
double standard: Emimen is allowed 
to talk about deep feelings while 
black rappers “have to talk about 
bling-bling (materialistic things) 
because that’s all the people who 
control the images want to hear from 


” 


us. 

It’s debatable whether great num- 
bers of people want to hear from 
Benzino at all. Though he has 
worked for years with respected hip- 
hop crews like Made Men and 
Hangmen 3, and has a current club 
hit with “Rock the Party,” Benzino’s 
first solo album from 2001, on 
Motown, sold under 100,000 copies. 

For this reason, some accuse the 
rapper of taking on Eminem to whip 
up attention for the new album. “I 
have a huge deal with Elektra. ’'m 
making good music, I don’t have to 
do this,” the rapper asserts. “I’m tak- 
ing him on because I have real 
issues.” 

He also has real credibility prob- 
lems with the media. In 1995, 
Benzino’s role as a silent investor in 
The Source Magazine _ he had been 
a roommate of Source publisher 
David Mays in college _ led to a staff 
rebellion. Mays had placed a promi- 
nent story on Benzino’s group 


Almighty RSO in the magazine. Staff 
members called it a conflict of inter- 
est and asked Mays to leave his post. 
They left instead. 

Some writers have accused 
Benzino of using his influence with 
The Source to get guest appearances 
on his records by such top rappers as 
Puff Daddy and Jadakiss. But Itzkoff 
says that overstates things, since 
“Benzino has a long credible history 
as a rapper and as a producer.” 

At one point during this inter- 
view, a publicity spinner from The 
Source interrupted to suggest that too 
much attention had been paid to the 
dispute with Eminem. Benzino 
rejected the idea and escalated the 
put-downs. 

Emimen “is calling me a girl but 
he dresses like one in all his videos,” 
he laughed. “He looks like Cindy 
Brady. Now you tell me, who’s the 
realb_ ?” 


Women not represented enough 


Dear Editor: 


During registration period last 
semester, two posters appeared on 
many walls and bulletin boards 
advertising two excellent classes to 
be offered this Spring semester One 
was an Honors Colloquium, an inte- 
gral part of the Honors Experience; 
the other, a history course called 
“The Contemporary World.” 

Both posters were made to be 
eye-catching, covered with images- 
all of men-and with quotations-all 
from men. Nothing in the wording of 
any part of either poster suggested 
that women, for example, might have 


anything to say about “The 
Philosophy of the Good Life,” or 
about “The Contemporary World” - 
except that Doris Day (DORIS 
DAY? Contemporary?) is mentioned 
on the latter. Indeed, any arriving 
alien-from-outer-space | wouldn’t 
know from these that women existed. 

Northern Essex, from the mid- 
‘70’s till the early 90’s, was a nation- 
al leader in introducing Women’s 
Studies courses and in participating 
in Curriculum Integration — or 
Balancing projects, which sought to 
assure that women, all kinds of 
women, and women’s points of view 
were represented in all academic dis- 


ciplines. These posters, at a school 
that has long had a majority of 
female students, suggest a sad deteri- 
oration of our understanding of 
what’s important. 

I hope that both courses are run- 
ning, and I hope that they are full 
with lively, inquiring students, both 
men and women, who will demand 
of their instructors that women’s 
work and accomplishments and vari- 
ous viewpoints will be presented in 
the classroom. 


Priscilla B. Bellairs 
Professor, English Department 


It’s not right at all 


To the editor: 


I'd like to comment on the article 
featuring the opinion that we should 
not support Israel because Israel 
doesn’t ‘deserve’ our support. This 
story was written by Michael 
Boucher. 

I find his reasoning extremely 
racist. He writes that the Jewish peo- 
ple do not belong because there is a 
mainly Arab population in the area. 
Let’s say he wrote the article about 
Blacks or Hispanics living in 
America. Blacks and Hispanics are 
less than 20% of the population in 
America. Does this mean that we 


should tell them to get out because of 
demographics? It would be the same 
exact article, with different names, 
right? 

His use of the English language 
is terrible also. I mean it’s really bad. 
We’ re talking about no commas, run- 
on sentences, and just bad word 
usage. It’s terrible. Who gave this 
guy a job there and why? It’s very 
sad and makes the paper look dumb. 


Kelly O’Neil 
Political Science 
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Grant for 
teaching 
math and 
science 


A partnership designed to 
enhance the teaching of math and 
science will be expanded, thanks to 
a recent grant from lighting manu- 
facturer OSRAM SYLVANIA and 
matching grants from the Stevens 
and the Forest Foundations. 

For the past three years, stu- 
dents from the Lawrence Family 
Development Charter School have 
been traveling to Northern Essex 
Community College’s Franklin 
Street Campus in Lawrence each 
Friday to participate in a series of 
workshops led by NECC faculty in 
the college’s state-of-the-art sci- 
ence labs. After visiting a work- 
shop, members of OSRAM 
SYLVANIA’s Contributions 
Committee awarded a challenge 
grant to the college to expand the 
scope of the program. 

With the additional funding, 
Science Adventures for Everyone 
(SAFE) will feature for the first 
time a number of continuing exer- 
cises offered over two semesters. 
The exercises will allow 60 seventh 
and 34 eighth grade students to 
work collaboratively to explore the 


Student 
Senate 


5 Reasons to get 
involved: 


¢ Meet other 
students! 


Free giveaways! 


¢ Meet the college 
administration! 


@ Looks good on 
resume! 


¢Trip to Cape Cod! 


Tel: 978/556-3731 


NECC faculty member Ken Holden is shown with Lawrence Family 
Charter School students Tatiana Colon and Daniel Stella. 


building and testing of unique MCAS scores. The program was 
objects such as water-propelled 
rockets. 


initially funded with a grant from 
Verizon. The recent donations total 
“This is great news,” said $15,000. 


Clayton Groves, Lawrence Family OSRAM SYLVANIA is the 


Development Charter School sci- 
ence teacher. “SAFE gets our stu- 
dents excited about science. This 
will build on its success. 
Hopefully, the results will be seen 
in our MCAS scores.” 

The lessons are designed to 
connect to the recently revised 


North American operation of 
OSRAM GmbH of Germany, the 
second largest lighting manufactur- 
er in the world. 

For more information on 
SAFE, please contact Ken Holden 
of the college’s faculty, 978 556- 
3891 or kholden@necc.mass.edu 


2 NECC students 
receive $1,000 


Paciulan and 
Wentworth are 
Coca-Cola Scholars 


Two Northern Essex Community 
College students, Susan M. 
Wentworth of Sandown, N.H., and 
Jodi Paciulan of Newburyport, have 
been awarded a $1,000 scholarship 
from the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Foundation. 

Through the Coca-Cola Two- 
Year Colleges Scholarship Program, 
the Foundation awards $1,000 schol- 
arships annually to 350 students 
attending higher-education institu- 
tions granting two-year degrees. All 
recipients must demonstrate academ- 
ic success and complete at least 100 
hours of community service within 
the past 12 months. 

This scholarship program is 
made possible with funding from the 
Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation, 
which provides grants in support of 
human services initiatives, particular- 
ly programs that benefit young peo- 
ple. Whitehead was one of the origi- 
nal bottlers of Coca-Cola. 

“The Coca-Cola Two-Year 
Colleges Scholarship Program gives 


students,” said J. Mark Davis, 
President of the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Foundation. “This program is an 
extension of our long-standing com- 
mitment to college education 
throughout the United States.” 

Wentworth, a physical education 
major, volunteers for a number of 
community services programs 
including St. Matthews Mentoring 
Program, The National Kidney 
Foundation, Emmaus House shelter 
for Women and Children in 
Haverhill, The Greater Derry Track 
Club, The Holy Roller Bike Club, 
and the American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life Team. 

She is a certified Spinning 
Instructor, Personal Trainer, Licensed 
Massage Therapist, and Aerobics 
Instructor. 

Paciulan, a Liberal Arts major 
with a concentration in psychology, 
has also donated her time to a variety 
of programs. A bone marrow recipi- 
ent herself, she has worked tirelessly 
for the Bone Marrow Transplant 
web-site, donating more than 800 
hours. At one point she took over the 
daily operations of the web-site dur- 
ing the absence of the foundation’s 
president. She has also donated more 
than 100 hours to the Women’s 
Network at NECC. 


Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks and to improve 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


Student Senate 
Positions 
Now Available! 


Are you interested in 
getting involved on 
campus? 


Are you interested in 
learning more about 
parliamentary procedure? 


Do you have 5 hours a week 
available? 


The NECC Student Senate is now looking for 15 
interested students to get involved. The time 
commitment is minimal, and the requirements 
include: 


Interested students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 
credits, 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department 
for more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Haverhill Campus, Behrakis Student Center F133 
Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 


support and encouragement to an 
under-served population of college 


The NECC Women's Network presents 


Women's | Discusion 
mp 


A celebration of women and their work told in 
the vice of Dinali, the Bibhcal Jacob's daughter, 


Wednesday, February 19, 2003 
Noon — 1:30 p.m. 


Please call 978.556.3722 


for reservations and 


room location. 


»Springfield 
School of Human Services 


WEEKEND COLLEGE FOR ADULTS 


Bachelor's Programs in Human Services 
& Criminal Justice 
500 Commercial Street, Manchester NH 03101-1131 


603-666-5700 or 800-727-0504 x106, Rose Bresnahan 
shsmanchester@spfldcol.edu 
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Our graduates aren't 
just well-educated —~ 
they're well-prepared! 


Simmons graduates are authors, Adult Student Open House 
artists, ambassadors, broadcasters, » Sunday, February 9 
doctors, educators, judges, mayors, aye 
movie producers, and CEOs. And 
the list goes on and on. 


G:0O0 am. ~ F:Oo p.m. 
300 The Fenway. Boston 


We offer more than 4.0 majors, 
including arts administration, Register for the Open House 
biology, communications, East ~“ www simmons edu dix, 
Asian stadies, information 617.521.2500, or 
technology. managment, : 


ae os" cix@lstmmeons.edu 
nutrition, and physics. 


US News & World Report rates 

g3 4b p *% ee . 
Simmons a “Best College and a 
"Great School af a Great Price” 

in its category. 


SIMMONS 


COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 


*2001 Outstanding Program Award 
*2001 Exemplary Program Award 


Northern Essex Community College 
Student Leadership Development Program 


Nominations now 
being accepted! 


Program begins in February — 


Participate in a series of lectures and seminars! 
Meet new people! 
Become eligible to serve as a Presidential Student Ambassador! 


For more information Or to get involved, please contact 
Student Activities & Orientation Department at 978/556-3731. 


Continued from page | 


The Appeals Court justified re-opening 
the case based on a Supreme Judicial Court 
ruling that the statute of limitations could be 
extended in sexual harassment cases if a pat- 
tern of harassment could be established. 

Santiago, when informed about Hess’s 
firing in 1995, told the Observer “Of course 
I’m thrilled. I think the decision benefits the 
school and it benefits any female who’s 
going out for sports at NECC. 

“It’s great for females at the school to be 
free of any harassment and only have to give 
what they are supposed to give.” 

The suit was originally filed against the 


Lawsuit is back in court 


college, Hess, Dimitry and Stephen 
Fabbrucci, now head of human resources. 
But Hess, Dimitry and Fabbrucci are no 
longer defendants. 

In Duffly’s original decision to dismiss 
the case, the justice questioned the college’s 
contention that it is not liable, because it did 
not learn of the alleged harassment against 
the plaintiffs until they filed complaints in 
1994, and because its handling of the Hess 
case does not amount to “deliberate indiffer- 
ence” to the situation. 

Duffly stated in his decision that there 
wasn’t any evidence in the record from 
which a fact finder could conclude that top 
administrators at the college had knowledge 
that Hess was allegedly a sexual predator. 


Make your voice heard. ) 


Drop off letters in the Observer newsroom 
in the Behrakis Student Center, 


or email us: observer@necc.mass.edu 
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National News 


ie 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Nation does not 
support Iraq war, 
poll says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President George W. Bush has not 
yet convinced Americans that war 
with Iraq is justified, a major poll 
finds, suggesting the White 
House has much work to do to 
win public support for military 
force. 

“T think a little more diploma- 
cy would be in order," said Creig 
Crippen, an 84-year-old retired 
Air Force veteran from Florida. 

There is widespread support 
for removing Saddam Hussein, 
but that support is conditional on 
proof of a threat from Iraq and on 
the support of allies, said the poll 
by the Pew Research Center for 
the People & the Press. The poll 
was released Thursday as the 
United Nations said it had discov- 
ered empty chemical warheads 
south of Baghdad. 

Two-thirds or more in the 
Pew poll and other recent polls 
say they favor military action 
against Iraq —but only under cer- 
tain circumstances. 


Bush skirts legal 
issue of affirmative 
action position 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Though siding with white stu- 
dents in a new legal case, the 
Bush administration will not ask 
the Supreme Court to overturn an 
affirmative action ruling that for 
25 years has allowed an appli- 
cant's race to be a factor in uni- 
versity admissions. 

In legal papers due last week, 
the administration was staking a 
narrow position opposing the 
race-conscious admissions poli- 
cies now before the Supreme 
Court but was offering no guid- 
ance to the justices on the key 
question of whether they should 
scrap the 1978 ruling known as 
Bakke, a White House official 
said. 

The government's brief says 
there is no need to address the 
issue of what the outer bounds of 
the Constitution may or may not 
permit, said the official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Even without looking at the 
Bakke ruling, admissions policies 
at the University of Michigan and 
its law school fail the constitu- 
tional test of equal treatment for 
everyone, the official said. 

President George W. Bush 
last week said those policies 
amounted to de facto quotas that 
are “divisive, unfair and impossi- 
ble to square with the 
Constitution.” 


Technology, top faculty salaries 
blamed for rising college costs 


(KRT) WASHINGTON — Ever 
wonder why the rising cost of attend- 
ing college far outstrips inflation, 
even after tax credits, scholarships 
and other forms of aid? 

Lawmakers are wondering, too. 

“Cost hikes have been two to 
three times the rate of inflation,” 
Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, chair- 
man of the House Education and the 
Workforce Committee, complained 
at a hearing Thursday. “While we 
have continued to increase student 
financial assistance significantly 
every year, tuition spikes have out- 
paced our best efforts to stem this 
trend.” 

Don’t blame us, university offi- 
cials told the committee. They said it 
was logical for college costs to rise 
faster than the cost of living, because 
higher education’s expenses were 
different and were climbing more 
steeply. 

“The rate of inflation is based on 
a mix of costs that are very different 
than our costs,” said Richard 
Freeland, president of Northeastern 
University in Boston. He and other 
educators blamed costly technology, 
‘the fight for high-quality professors 
and the need to modernize facilities 
for driving up the cost of higher edu- 
cation. 

“Colleges and universities com- 
pete in a national and increasingly 
international market for the best and 
brightest professors,” said William 
Kirwan, chancellor of the University 
System of Maryland. 


Dr. King’ 


(KRT) ATLANTA — During 
much of the civil rights movement, 
the Rev. Joseph Lowery stood in the 
shadow of the Rey. Martin. Luther 
King Jr. 

On Monday, the nation observed 
King's 74th birthday as a federal hol- 
iday. While many Americans believe 
there would have been no national 
civil rights movement without King, 
activists agree that without people 
such as Lowery and others who were 
not in the limelight, the war on seg- 
regation could not have been won. 

When King was gathering a 
group of ministers together in Atlanta 
to form the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference — the group 
that fueled the movement — Lowery 


ae 


Advancing technology 
is driving capital 
expenses at many uni- 
versities. 


The competition for top faculty is 
especially fierce in areas such as sci- 
ence, engineering and information 
technology, in which private-sector 
salaries, according to Freeland, can 
be a third higher than universities 
pay. 
To keep pace, he continued, 
Northeastern’s starting salaries in the 
last five years rose 30 percent in 
electrical engineering, 50 percent in 
computer science and 4° percent in 
finance. 

On average, Northeastern’s 
salaries increased 32.5 percent in the 
last five years; non-wage compensa- 
tion such as health care, nearly 20 
percent. Overall, the university’s cost 
to educate a student increased 22 per- 
cent. 

Northeastern’s tuition rose 30 
percent to $18,032 in the same peri- 
od, but 4 out of 5 students receive 
financial aid. Net result: The average 
student’s out-of-pocket cost for a 
year at Northeastern rose 20 percent. 

Advancing technology is driving 


anne Gc ee 


Some of us are living 
the dream, but most 
people, including 
whites, are not. 


came up from Mobile to become a 
co-founder. And when King deliv- 
ered his "I Have a Dream" speech in 
Washington, Lowery stood only a 
few feet away. 

Following King's assassination 


capital expenses at many universi- 
ties, Freeland and other educators 
said. Computer costs have dropped, 
but computers need to be replaced 
every three years to keep up. Many 
universities also upgraded their 
dorms, offices and laboratories to 
accommodate high-speed Internet 
access. 

Costs are also up for health- 
insurance premiums, support person- 
nel and legal fees related to collec- 
tive bargaining and contract negotia- 
tions, officials said. 

To lower their costs, many uni- 
versities are reducing the number of 
majors and programs offered, shrink- 
ing the student body, faculty and 
staff, and increasing their reliance on 
lower-paid non-tenure-track profes- 
sors and adjunct faculty. 

In the 2001-2002 fiscal year, 31 
states cut their higher education bud- 
gets at midyear to cope with lower 
revenues. Thirty-three states are 
holding that spending flat for 2002-3, 
he said, while raising tuition to offset 
budget shortfalls. 

Gordon Winston, a Williams 
College economist who studies col- 
lege costs, said tuition at the elite 
Massachusetts private college 
remained a bargain. Williams’ tuition 
is $33,000 a year, according to 
Winston. But after financial aid is 
factored in, the average student pays 
only about $24,000. The college’s 
actual cost of educating each student 
is roughly $75,000, he said. 


s legacy lives on 


in 1968, Lowery was among those 
left to carry on the mission. For 
some, finding their own voice was 
not easy. But Lowery rose to the 
forefront, and 35 years later, he is 
still fighting for the economic parity 
and social justice that eludes many 
Americans. 

“The civil rights struggle is not 
over,” said Lowery, 81. “Some of us 
are living the dream, but most peo- 
ple, including whites, are not. 
Today's generation does not have to 
worry about lunch counters and sit- 
ting at the back of the bus. But they 
do have to deal with police brutality 
and getting unjustly fired and abused 
at the workplace. Everything has 
change, and nothing has changed.” 


Oxford students want 
Clinton as their chancellor 


LONDON (AP) He may no 
longer be president, but Bill Clinton 
still is winning ballots. 

A new poll says 48 percent of 
undergraduates at Oxford University 
want Clinton as their new chancellor, 
editors at Cherwell, the student maga- 
zine, said Thursday. 

Clinton is a former Rhodes 
Scholar at Oxford whose daughter, 
Chelsea, now is a graduate student 
there. 

His closest rival was Shirley 
Williams, one of the “Gang of Four” 
British politicians who split from the 
Labor Party to form the Social 
Democrats in 1981. She got 16 per- 
cent. 

Cherwell sent out e-mail question- 


naires to 1,000 undergraduates and 
based its findings on the first 100 
replies. No margin of error was given, 
but it could be high, given the number 
of respondents. 

Cherwell staff members were not 
surprised by all the support for 
Clinton. 

“Bill Clinton’s profile is very high 


“in the town, and he is very much 


respected here,” news editor Charlotte 
Ashton said. “By coming here often, 
he has shown his support for Oxford.” 

The previous chancellor, Lord 
Jenkins of Hillhead, died earlier this 
month. He was another member of the 
“Gang of Four” and an Oxford gradu- 
ate. 

News reports said Clinton has 


Re te ae 


indicated he will not accept the post. 

Although the job is mainly cere- 
monial, the next chancellor will be 
required to help turn around the finan- 
cial fortunes of the underfunded insti- 
tution. 

“On that score Mr. Clinton, with 
his fund-raising skills honed during 
years in American politics, has his 
supporters, and not solely among star- 
struck undergraduates,” the Daily 
Telegraph newspaper said last week. 

The cnancellor is appointed by 
graduates and some academic and 
administrative staff. Undergraduates 
do not vote. A university spokes- 
woman said no date has been set for 
the poll, although an announcement 
may be made next week. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


1 year later, prisoners 
at Guantanamo still 


yield valuable info 


GUANTANAMO BAY 
NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP) — A 
year after prisoners began arriv- 
ing at this desert outpost, a U.S. 
general defended their prolonged 
detention, saying interrogations 
have gleaned valuable informa- 
tion and that the war on terrorism 
has been an “enormous success.” 

More than 620 detainees of 
41 nationalities spend their days 
in individual cells, and the mili- 
tary said last week that 10 have 
tried to hang themselves. 

None have been charged, but 
Army Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Miller 
said the mission is yielding 
results. 

“The war on terror is an enor- 
mous success," said Miller, who 
commands the Guantanamo mis- 
sion. “It is a global war, and so 
with any global activity it will 
take time and patience and com- 
mitment.” 


Leader expresses 
hope for solution in 


North Korea crisis 


MOSCOW (AP) — The head 
of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency criticized North 
Korea for engaging in nuclear 
blackmail in its efforts to resolve 
its security and energy concerns 
but said there was hope for a 
solution to the crisis over 
Pyongyang's nuclear weapons 
program. 

“North Korea should under- 
stand that this is no way to pro- 
ceed for a dialogue through 
nuclear brinkmanship and 
nuclear blackmail,” Mohammed 
ElBaradei told a news confer- 
ence following discussions with 
Russian officials that focused on 
North Korea and Iraq. 

North Korea recently 
expelled IAEA monitors and 
announced its decision to with- 
draw from the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation 

Treaty after deciding to 
revive its main nuclear complex, 
which had been frozen since 
1994, 


Turkey proposes 
peace summit to 


avoid war in Iraq 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
Turkey, NATO's only Muslim 
member, proposed last week 
holding a regional peace summit 
on Iraq in the hopes of avoiding a 
war. 

The proposal was further evi- 
dence of the country's difficult 
position as a close friend of the 
United States that fears war could 
destabilize the region and harm 
its economy. 

The United States has been 
pressuring Turkey to agree to let 
it base troops in the country for a 
possible invasion of Iraq. 


Ce eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee Pe ee) 


Page 8 NECC Observer 


Jan. 22, 2003 


An inside look at the music industry's 
hottest commodity, the Neptunes 


Se 


I would encourage kids to be a musician 
first and pick up an instument, pick up a 
guitar, pick up the piano. 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
Opinion Editor 


Genius producers, the Neptunes 
have been pumping out hit after hit 
for pop and hip-hop acts for the past 
five years. The Neptunes however, 
have been in the game of music pro- 
ducing for about 10 years now. 

Chad Hugo and _ Pharrell 
Williams are the force behind the 
Neptunes’ signature sound. At a 
highschool talent show in the early 
90’s in their hometown in Virginia, 
Hugo and Williams caught the atten- 
tion of New Jack Swing producer 
and former Guy member Teddy 
Riley. In working with Riley the nep- 
tunes had the opportunity to produce 
songs for successful r&b groups such 
as Blackstreet and SWV. 

By the time the two left Riley, 
they had mastered their craft and 
started to gain further recognition 
from artists in the recording industry. 
The hit song “Superthug” that the 
two produced for New York rapper 
Noreaga in 1998 helped them gain 
respect in the hip-hop world. 

They followed the success of 
“SuperThug” by working with rap- 


—Chad Hugo 


per OI’ Dirty Bastard on the song 
“Ni**a Please” and churned out 
remixes for Brand Nubian, Pras, and 
P. Diddy. 

The Neptunes have since ven- 
tured out more and have created hits 
for pop icons such as Britney Spears, 
Justin Timberlake, TLC, and also 
introducing new talent such as rap 
duo Clipse, and funk/hip-hop queen 
Kelis. 

Unlike most hip-hop produc- 
ers/beat makers, the Neptunes have 
been classically trained. Hugo and 
Williams grew up playing live instru- 
ments. Hugo said in an interview 
with MTV news that “There a lot of 
kids out there who want to make it 
big in this business, who want to be 


n-e-r-d.com photo 


From left to right Chad Hugo, Pharrell Williams, and band member Shay. 
The Neptunes are heavyweight champs in the recording industry, 


blinged out too, and want to become 
a producer and make hot, banding 
hits. And that’s cool, but I would 
encourage them to be a musician first 
and pick up an instrument, pick up a 
guitar, pick up the piano. Williams 
plays the drums and is learning gui- 
tar and Hugo plays saxophone and 
keyboards. 

The Neptunes have recently 
started their own record label called 
Star Trak Entertainment. It features 
underground artists such as Kelis, 
Clipse, and Spy Mob. With the cre- 
ation of their own record label the 
Neptunes decided it was time to 
work on creating their own album 
under the group name N.E.R.D ( No- 
one ever really dies) along with long- 
time friend Shay. 

On this album they wanted to 
create an organic fresh sound and 
instead of using the drum machine, 
they played all the instruments on the 
album. The album titled, “In Search 
Of...” didn’t gain much commercial 
success but was extremely well 
received by music critics every- 
where. 

The Neptunes although only in 
their late 20’s, are the most sought 
after record producers in the industry 
charging thousands of dollars for 
their beat making expertise. They 
have revolutionized music and are 
creating a whole new style. The 
Neptunes will be around for a long 
time and even though they were not 
nominated for a Grammy Award this 
year, this disappointment is only 
going to make them work harder and 
come back ten times as strong. 


n-e-r-d.com photo 


N-E-R-D toured in the summer of 2001 with Hoobastank and Jay-z. 


>, 


A 
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Pharrell rocks the crowd with some funky beats and killer lyrics. 


Teacher’s aids from Lawrence to attend Northern Essex 


Dr. Wilfredo Laboy, Lawrence’s 
superintendent of schools, promised 
65 paraprofessionals (teacher’s aides) 
who are enrolled at Northern Essex 
Community College for the spring 
semester that they will have teaching 
jobs in the Lawrence Public School 
System if they continue on to earn a 
teaching degree. 

“We need you. Since you are 
already in the system, you understand 
the unique challenges of urban school 
systems,” said Laboy. 

“I am committing publicly that | 
will hire each of you when you get 
your degree.” 

Laboy spoke to the group at a 
Thursday, January 16 kick-off for 

“Seeding Success”, an innovative 
program designed to promote the aca- 
demic success of limited English pro- 
ficient students. Funded by a $1 mil- 
lion five-year grant from the United 
States Department of Education, the 
program also provides an educational 
ladder for paraprofessionals, which 


can lead to a bachelor’s degree and 
teacher’s certification. 

“Seeding Success” is a collabora- 
tion between the Lawrence Public 
Schools, Northern Essex Community 
College and | :S 
Middlesex 
Community 
College, which 
also received 
$1 million to 
offer a similar 
program in 
Lowell. 

Students in 
the program 
continue to 
work full-time, 
taking courses 
in the evening 
in Lawrence as 
a group with 
full-tuition sup- 
port and child 
care. 

Academic 


Shown here are, from left, 
Espionosa, Jeri Bayer, and Ana V. Diaz. 


advising and support services are 
available and each student will be 
paired with “master teacher” for men- 
toring. In the future, they will have 
the opportunity to study online and a 
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Nancy Abel,Luis 


Center for Careers in Teaching will be 
opened. 

The paraprofessional develop- 
ment program builds on Northern 
Essex’s existing two-year career lad- 
der program for Lawrence paraprofes- 
sionals. Funded by a. state 
Eisenhower/Goals 200 Pre-service 
grant, this program began in the spring 
of 2002 when 17 students enrolled in 
courses. 

Sheila Sacchetti of Lawrence, a 
paraprofessional at the Parthum 
School, started the program in the 
spring and addressed the new group of 
students at Thursday night’s kick-off. 

Admitting that it was difficult at 
first, Sacchetti encouraged her col- 
leagues to participate and said it has 
created some interesting role reversals 
with her own children as well as her 
students. “My children and my school 
kids are asking if I did my home- 
work,” said Sacchetti. 

The first step for students will be 
the completion of an 18-credit certifi- 


cate program. This will lead to an 
associate degree in Elementary 
Education from Northern Essex which 
can be transferred to a teacher’s pro- 
gram at a four-year college. 
Developmental courses in English 
will be available for paraprofessionals 
who need to enhance their English 
skills before beginning college cours- 
es. 

Jeri Bayer, newly appointed direc- 
tor of the program, says this is a part- 
nership that benefits everyone, most 
importantly the limited English 
“Paraprofessionals are working one- 
on-one with students who are strug- 
gling to learn English. With courses 
like “Language and Literacy in 
Education” and “Diversity and 
Multiculturalism in Education,” they 
will be better prepared to address 
issues and help these students to 
achieve academic success.” 

For more information on the pro- 
gram, contact Bayer at 978 738-7445 
or gbayer@necc.mass.edu 
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Arts & Entertainment 


‘Bufly actor leaves show for new role 


By SHELIA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Like many fans of “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer”, I was distressed 
when | heard that actor Anthony 
Stewart Head was taking a break 
from the show to work in his native 
Britain. 

I listen to all the debates and read 
all the rants on the different fan 
forums about how the show was 
underusing him, rumors that he was 


_ never coming back, and angry foot 


2 


stomping tantrums about the show 
losing its only consistent adult char- 
acter. 

But then the news started filter- 
ing in, his guest appearances on 
shows, his forthcoming album, and 
his starring roles in not one, but two 
series on the BBC. 

And best of all, the TUMORS: start- 
ed to prove true. 

After having seen the caliber of 
work he’s producing on his “Buffy” 
hiatus, I’m actually glad he took a 
break. After all, did we really want 
him turning into that cliché of an 
adult character on every typical teen 
show, who should have left but 
somehow sticks around? I have too 
much respect for him to want him to 
end up another Mr. Feeny or Mr. 
Belding. 


Not having Giles (Head’s charac- 
ter) around for awhile has forced the 
“Buffy” characters to learn to handle 
problems on their own. Think about 
it, someday those older adults won’t 
be there anymore, whether we’re 
ready for them to leave or not. And 
isn’t it better to have a happy cast 
then a cast of actors who all wish 
they were somewhere else? And at 


least Head will be returning periodi- 


cally to “Buffy” in guest shots, 
unlike Seth Green, who’s huffy sea- 
son four departure ensured that he 
will never be returning to the show. 

So what is Head doing while he’s 
away from “Buffy”? 

Head stars as one of four men on 
the BBC comedy “Manchild.” It ran 
for about eight episodes, which is the 
customary length for a British TV 
show and will probably be renewed 
for another season. “Manchild” is a 
30 minute primetime comedy that 


“stars Nigel Havers (Don’t Wait Up, 
The 


Whistle Blower) Don 
Warrington, (Hamlet, Arabian 
Nights) Ray Burdis (Love, Honor 
and Obey) and Anthony Stewart 
Head (BtVS). The main focus is on 
the men’s quest to maintain their 
youth, while frantically trying to 
deny the fact that they are all in their 
50s. Think Sex in the City, with mid- 
dle aged English_men...The show 


“even has the same narrative style. 


No, it’s not as cringe inducing as 


upn.com photo 


Buff the Vampire Slayer actor, Anthony Stewart Head leaves show. 


it sounds. 

Through my numerous and odd 
contacts around the world, I managed 
to obtain a tape of the whole first sea- 
son of “Manchild”. I ended up 
watching all the episodes in three 
days. I,m not sure whether I was just 
bored, or ill, or just plain addicted to 
it. It’s fascinating. 

It’s like watching an episode of 
Nature on PBS, “Observing the aging 
human male.” In fact, the whole 
show has the air of a documentary, 
more. of an observational point of 


Anime entertaining, 
but not for everyone 


Cartoon Network 
changes up its times 


By SHAUNA ETHERIDGE 
Contributing Reporter 


Cartoon Network is known by 
most of its ViéWers as well as most of 
America as the number-one. chil- 
dren’s cartoon station. And why 
~ wouldn’t it be seen as such when it’s 
a station that plays all different kinds 
of cartoons all day long, every day of 
‘the week? 

But what some people may not 
know about Cartoon Network is that 
Saturday night from 11 p.m. to 2 
a.m., and Sunday night from 11 p.m. 
to | am., the cartoon viewing is 
called “Adult Swim.” 

It features cartoons that normally 
would not be deemed acceptable for 
children’s viewing, that being anyone 
under 18 years of age. 

Saturday night anime has aired 
such shows as Inuyasha, Cowboy 

Bebop and YuYu Hakasho, which 
have violence, nudity, as well as 
Coarse language that parents would- 
mt want children to be viewing. 
On Sunday they aired shows 
‘such as Aqua Teen Hunger Force, 
Ripping Friends ‘Uncut’, The 


_ Oblongs, and Mission Hill, which are 


- filled with just as much violence and 
- Suggestive and coarse language as 
the anime shows they air on 
Saturday. In some cases even more. 

For example, there is Ripping 

Friends ‘Uncut’, which is a Ren and 
Stimpy style cartoon. It has the same 
“almost vulgar humor, which some 
find minutely entertaining. 

_ “Adult Swim” does have some 
good shows like Sealab 2021, Aqua 
teen hunger Force, The Brak Show, 
v 


y 


yuyuhakusho.com photo 


The Cartoon Network features the anime show Yu Yu Hakusho late nights 


which are more on the cute and funny 
side. Not everyone would agree, but 
“Adult Swim” does offer a wide vari- 
ety of shows for their night owl view- 
ers out there whether their taste is for 
Anime or good old American car- 
toons. 

But if you’re a lover of anime 
and over the years have enjoyed 
watching Saturday’s “adult swim,” 
prepare to lose even more sleep, 
because Cartoon Network has decid- 
ed to make a big schedule change. 

Now the Saturday “Adult Swim” 
has been altered and moved to week- 
day nights, from 11 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
This new adult swim has a mixture of 
American cartoons plus anime, but is 
primarily anime starting from mid- 
night till 2 a.m. 

The main reason that Cartoon 
Network changed their line up is 
because the fear of young children 
seeing the cartoons they played 
Saturday nights. 

If a person is up till midnight 


they are usually old enough to be 
viewing the material. It can’t be said 
for them all, but not many 6 and 7- 
year-olds are up till midnight. 

Even though it is recommended 
that the viewer be at least 18, a young 
teen could easily watch these shows 
without feeling offended or taking 
the material in the wrong text. 

Although we might not agree 
with what the station does, neither 
can we change what they do. They 
are, after all, trying to look out for the 
safety of their younger viewers. It is 
just that the company, focusing on its 
younger viewers, is forgetting we 
aren’t all under the age of 10. 

But in the end there is an upside 
to this drastic change. Instead of see- 
ing these shows only once a week, 
our favorite shows can be seen four 
times instead. Although this change 
is very extreme for the network, it 
does have both it positives and nega- 
tives, it all depends on how we put 
the spin it. 


view than a sense of being closed off 
from the audience. 

Each episode is narrated by 
Havers’ character, Terry who puts 
forth pompous and ridiculous views 
that are always proven wrong by the 
end of the episode. Terry’s arrogance 
would annoy me if he weren’t con- 
stantly contradicting himself. 

Terry buys motorcycles, leather 


jackets, fancy SUVs and beds models 


while he insists that he’s living better 
than he ever did before. 
But the truth is, his adult son 


finds him embarrassing, his friends 
feel ignored, the model dumps him 
for the son who hates him and he’ ll 
buy anything if he thinks itll make 
him look younger. 

During a diving class, he stands 
in the pool in his wetsuit and goggles 
and rants about how men don’t 
repress their emotions as much as 
women think they do, all the while 
he is holding his friend’s head under- 
water for a bit longer than the 
instructor told them too. 

Head plays James, a divorced 
dentist who wants to be cool, he real- 
ly does. Unfortunately, his erectile 
disfunction gets in the way. He 
plays the role with a sense of humor, 
as usual; he is willing to poke fun at 
himself. James is fond of cream col- 
ored shirts, khakis and blue sweaters 
tied around his shoulders. 

He is divorced from the bossy 
Liz who finds his sexual predicament 
hysterical. 

“There’s nothing funny about 
erectile disfunction!” James protests. 

Head has starred in the play 
“Rope”, a popular British version of 
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show” 
(as Frankenfurter) and the tv shows 
“Jonathan Creek”and “VR5”. Head 
is the younger brother of Rush band 
member Murray Head and has been 
given his own UK based “Buffy” 
spin-off, forthcoming. 


Do you need stamps?- 

What about a bus pass? 

Is there a place on campus to store my books? 
Where can | get a college ID card? 

What opportunities are available at the college? 


,» __ The answer to all these questions and more are found at 
ex the NECC Student Activities and 
=}! Orientation Department. 


You'll find ballociis, bus passes, stamps, discount movie 


« 


| I. 


tickets and more, all at low prices, you may even get a 
free meal, just for stopping by! 


Student Activities & 
Orientation 


Open Monday - Friday 10am - 2pm, 
evenings by appointment 


Haverhill Campus - Student Center, F133 
Lawrence Campus — Dimitry Building a 


Tel: 978 556 3731 
Or check us at on the web at: 


http:/www.necc,mass.edu/student/student_activities, shtml 
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Have reality shows gone overboard? 
Obviously. But is this a bad thing? 


Celebrities are 
human after all? 


By SHELIA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


There’s no point in creating 
another reality show after “The 
Surreal Life”. There’s nothing left, 
we’ve hit rock bottom. Seven ex 
“superstars” living in a “Real World” 
style setting sounded like a horrible 
idea the first time I heard it. I’ve 
changed my mind, | actually like the 
show now, although half the cast 
makes me want to slap them. Not 
only that, the show is misleading in 
telling us that these people are 
“superstars”. Most of them aren’t. 

M.C. Hammer was at one time a 
big star. And people do still remem- 
ber his name. Emmanuel Lewis was 
a big star, and most people over the 
age of 20 have at least heard of him. 
Cory Feldman? Every Gen Xer has 
seen his movies, we’re all aquainted 
with Cory Feldman. Gabrielle 
Carteris is slightly less famous. If 
you’ve never seen “Beverly Hills 
90210”, you won’t have heard of her. 
I wouldn’t call her a superstar by any 
definition, “has been” is a better 


term. However, Brandy Roderick 
and Jerry Manthey aren’t even has 
beens. They are “never beens.” 
Brandy Roderick used to be a 
Playboy Bunny (apparently), I say 
apparently because only people who 
read the magazine will have heard of 
her at all. Anyway, I’ve never heard 
of her, therefore, she’s not anything 
close to a superstar. What’s her other 
claim to fame? A short lived role on 
a pretty bad (and short lived) spin- 
off of a show called “Baywatch”. 
You all remember “Baywatch”, 
right? The tv show known more for 
its people in 
bathing suits 
than its plots or 
intelligence? 
And she was on 


aati. Gaamaea 


tells me no one listens to Motley 
Crue anymore. I wouldn’t know, | 
don’t listen to them. 

It seems as though Manthey 
comes into the house assuming that 
she’s not going to be liked, and it 
becomes a self fulfilling prophecy. | 
didn’t like her anyway. When she 
chooses to participate in an activity 
(eating sushi off a naked woman) that 
three out of the seven houseguests 
have said they were uncomfortable 
with, she shoots back “ I hope you’re 
not trying to make me feel like I’m in 
the wrong here.” A little too defen- 
sive, perhaps? 
She calls herself 
assertive, and 
outspoken but 
she seems to be 


the spin-off, I don’t eat sushi off one of those peo- 
which was even no cold naked ple who confuses 
worse. As for standing up for 
Jerry Manthey, woman. herself with 
she came to rudeness. 

fame solely —M.C Hammer Lewis and 
through a lucky Hammer - strike 
break, getting up a good friend- 
cast on ship. In the first 


“Survivor”. 

Her only credential is that she 
was on a previous reality show. The 
seventh guest is Vince Neil, appar- 
ently from Motley Crue. Was he 
famous? I have no idea. My sister 


episode, I never heard one cross 
word between them, when everyone 
else has at least one spat. They seem 
to share the same moral outlook and 
the same quiet temperament. Lewis 
supports Hammer when he abstains 


Stop it with the ads already! 


TV finds a new, even 
more annoying way 
to sell us stuff 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


I’m 21, and I love to shop. So 
you'd think I wouldn’t mind seeing 
ads everywhere. You’d be wrong. 

I think the last time I was influ- 
enced to buy a product by watching a 
nad on TY was when I was 8. 

Sometimes I find the ads amus- 
_ ing, sometimes they make me angry, 
sometimes they annoy me. But they 
never, ever convince me to buy a 
product. 

Maybe it’s the obvious phoniness 
of the actors, or the transparent 
attempts at manipulation, but I’m 
just not convinced. And I’m sure I’m 
not the only one. Have people got- 
ten smarter, or are we just so inun- 
dated with ads that we cease to be 
impressed by them? 


SS ee 


Ithink the last 
time I was @Wflu- 
enced to buy a 
product by watch- 
ing an ad on TV 
was when I was 8. 
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Why can’t networks just decrease 
the amount of commerical 


breaks? 


Either way, it’s upsetting corpo- 
rations and TV studios. They’re get- 
ting increasingly concerned about so 
called “ad zappers,” people who 
change the channel during commer- 
cial breaks. So the WB has come up 
with a new idea, a_ variety show 
called “Live from Tomorrow,” 
described by producer Michael 
Davies as a contemporary, hip “Ed 
Sullivan Show.” The show will blend 
the advertisements into the content 
of each episode, instead of commer- 
cial breaks. 

My first thought was a sarcastic 
“Oh yeah, like that’s ever going to 
work.” It used to be done back in the 
1950s and early 60s, but there were 
fewer shows on the air in that time, 
so you had to put up with it. 

No one’s going to tune into a 
program created just to sell them 
something, those are called infomer- 
cials and only people with nothing” 
better to do watch them. Most peo- 
ple in the average TV network’s 
target demographic (young, vibrant, 
with money to spend) have better 
things to be doing. 

Why can’t networks just 
decrease the amount of commercial 
breaks (one every 10-15 minutes) 
and stop doing that thing where the 
volume goes up when the breaks 
start? 


Why not just show us the actors 
using the products in a subtle way, 
such as showing the label clearly on 
a box of cereal? That kind of adver- 
tising always seems more successful. 
Rather than telling me in a loud, 
fake perky voice how much I need a 
product, I’m more convinced when I 
see someone I respect and admire 
actually using it. Don’t tell me that 
V’ll be a loser if 1 don’t have that new 
style of skirt, show Buffy wearing 
itand I'll consider buying it. 

They need to realize that pound- 
ing people with an ad ever y 15 min- 
utes only annoys and makes us 
want to change the channel. I get to 
the point where I can’t stand even the 
idea of someone trying to sell me 
anything. 

All day long, I see ads every- 
where. I go shopping, I see ads 
everywhere trying to get me to buy 
even more stuff. I go online, I get 
hit in the face with ads, I remember 
people coming into my high school 
and trying to sell me things! 

Can’t they understand, people 
just want a rel‘ef from advertising? 
Just stop trying to sell me stuff every 
minute of the day, and maybe | 
won't be so quick to zap those com- 
mercials/, It doesn’t require a 
sneakier method, just stop bugging 
everyone! 


Photo credit: Audra’s The Surreal Life Page 
Little man “Webster” was big 
in the early 80s. 


from the offensive dinner. Hammer 
states “I don’t eat sushi off no cold 
naked woman”. They are also shar- 
ing a set of bunkbeds, awww, isn’t 
that sweet? 

Feldman is at times, vulnerable 
and funny, and at times, arrogant and 
obnoxious. He clashes immediately 
with Carteris, who behaves like quite 
the Know it All when she picks a 
fight about vegetarianism with him. 
I call it picking a fight, because she 
knew they were on camera, and she 


didn’t have to point out something us 
viewers couldn’t see anyway. 
Namely, that Corey was wearing 
leather shoes. I’m not fond of peo- 
ple starting arguments just to make 
themselves look smart. Corey has his 
problems, but that moment was not 
the time to pick on him. 

I find it hard to like most of these 
so called celebrities, with the excep- 
tion of Lewis and Hammer. They’re 
thoughtless and inconsiderate, 
obsessed with talking about them- 
selves and needlessly vicious with 
each other. In other words, um-just 
like normal people. Only, somehow, 
even more childish. These people 
can’t even grocery shop! 

I] think I was wrong about this 
being the end of the reality show. 
Fox has come up with something 
much worse, “Man versus Beast”, I 
don’t even want to think about that 
one. 

There is already a “Surreal Life” 
fanpage, at www.geocities.com/ 
audrahammer/surreallife.htm]. 
However, I don’t know how long 
this thing is going t o last. It could be 
a runaway hit, or it could fizzle out. 
People might get tired of the novelty, 
so I don’t see “Surreal Life” lasting 
more than a season or two. 


Top Notch Players 


The Top Notch Players, 
NECC’s theatrical company, has 
some exciting things coming up. 

About 12 members of the 
group have been invited to com- 
pete in the American College 
Theater Festival at Keene State 
College. Some of the students will 
be competing for the Irene Ryan 
Scholarship. 

Irene Ryan is an actress who 
played Granny on “The Beverely 
Hillbillys” from 1962-1971. 

The Top Notch company is 
also holding auditions in February 
for the play “Pride’s Crossing”, 
by Tina Howe. There was no more 
information available on either 
event. No one from Top Notch 
could be reached for comment. 


Yahoo.com photo 
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Ryan 
“Granny” on 
Beverly Hillbillys” 


was 
“The 


Faculty actors take stage 
to benefit Hawrylctw fund 


‘Collegial Capers’ 
debuts Feb. 14-15 


A theater production, “Collegial 
Capers,” featuring many faculty and 
staff members, will be held next 
month to benefit The Chet 
Hawrylciw Scholarship Fund. 

The dates will be Feb. 14-15 at 
8:00 p.m. in the Top Notch Theater. 
Tickets will be $15 general admis- 
sion and $10 students and seniors. 

The cast and sketches are as fol- 
lows: 


“Mrs. Sorkin” with Sue Grolnic; 
“Downtown” with Clare Thompson 
as Saskia, Deirdre Budzyna as Jaye 
and Ginger Hurajt as Bri; “Canker 


Sores and Other Distractions” with | 


George Melelinskas as Martin, Carol 
Barron as Prunella and Barbara 
Stachniewicz as Midge; “Oral 
Report” with Sandra DeVellis as 
Gert, Judith Kamber as Alma and 
Melissa Juchniewicz as Marjorie; 
“The Evils of Tobacco” with Arthur 
Barlas; “I’m Herbert” with Jim 
Murphy and Susan Sanders. 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 
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1 Play parts 
5 __ in the belfry 
9 Bumpkins 
14 Little terror 
15 Not aweather 
16 Discomfit 
17 Hamilton 
shooter 
18 Wort of “Star 
Trek: TNG” 
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23 Writer James 
24 Billy Williams 
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Winterfest 


Feb. 5"—LAW 
Feb. 19°—HAV 
| |AM—IPM 


For more information, please contact NECC Student Activities & 
Orientation at 978/556-3731. 


This event is co-sponsored by the College Life & Healthy Living Unit, division of Enrollment Management & Student Services. 
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YOUR WEEKLY (1/19 - 1/25) 
HOROSCOPE: BY MISS ANNA 
ARIES: — (March 21-April 20) 
Focus your energies on per- 
sonal challenges, instead of expect- 
ing too much from others. Your 
career is heading on an upward 
climb, and a promotion or more ful- 
filling position is possible. Your inti- 
mate relationships need more quali- 
ty time now. 


TAURUS: (April 21 - May 
21) = 
Take direct actions to improve 
your relationships and career goals. 
There will be progress at work if 
you can get your ideas across suc- 
cessfully. Keep taking steps for- 
ward, no matter how small, to bring 
you closer to your goal at work. 
GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 
You will be able to accomplish 
anything you set your heart and 
mind to. This is one of your best 
times at home - harmony is every- 


where. It’s time to take a personal 
inventory and start a self improve- 
ment program for yourself. Go it 
alone and stay focused at work. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

Avoid making any promises, 

especially if it concerns money - 
you may not be able to keep those 
promises, no matter how hard you 
try. There are challenges in front of 
you at work, so make sure to do your 
personal best. Re-examine your 
goals and opportunities. 

LEO: (July 24- August 23) 

Go after your highest goal in 

the workplace, and you will be 
amazed at how close to this cher- 
ished goal you can get. You are in a 
serious mood, lost in thought... so go 
it alone. Be wary of your self- 
absorption, which makes you less 
sensitive to others. 


VIRGO: 
September 23) 


(August 24 - 


There finally will be an end in 


sight concerning the problems and 
obstacles regarding money. Be on 
your guard, for you may encounter 
someone who likes to surprise you 
with head games and power plays. 
Make decisions about important 
purchases - find the bargain. 


LIBRA: 
October 23) 


(September 24 - 


Any issues with your mate that 
have previously caused conflict will 
be resolved. If you are feeling rest- 
less, it may be time to take an 
impromptu pleasure trip. You’ve 
earned the right to be lazy, so 
explore at a leisurely pace. Your 
friendships are emphasized. 


SCORPIO: 
November 22) 


(October 24 - 


This week will find you start- 
ing new activities and making new 
friends. If you are in a strong rela- 
tionship, it may possibly move 
towards marriage, and if you are 
married, you may start having chil- 
dren. It will be a challenging work 
week, pace yourself. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 23 
- December 21) 


Take time alone to sort out 
conflicts that may be hampering 
your closest relationships. A great 
number of things can be accom- 
plished in the workplace if you get 
cooperation from others. Your 
friends need to rely on you for emo- 
tional support and advice. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 - 
January 20) 


Fireworks are likely at work. 
Take care of your own responsibili- 
ties and sidestep any arguments with 
co-workers. You are learning from 
your past mistakes, so there may be 
a clash with a close friend. 
Remember you can disagree without 
being disagreeable. 


AQUARIUS: 
February 19) 


(January 21 - 


You will make rapid progress 
with projects, and come up with 
fresh ideas for existing projects. 


There may be a relative who needs 
your help. There is great financial 
news in the near future for you and 
your family. Enjoy the company of 
good friends. 


PISCES: 
March 20) 


(February 20 - 


Your priorities need to be 
straightened out, for both career and 
household responsibilities are com- 
peting for your attention. Taking on 
additional responsibilities at work - 
will mean more money coming your 
way. Your household is filled with 
affection and cooperation. 


IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY: You have an incredible 
memory, and may be prone to 
glimpses of just what the future will 
bring. Your intuition plays a big part 
in your daily life, so stay in tune 
with your feelings and reactions 
everything around you. Your proba- 
bly aren’t much of a morning per- 
son, so you need to find a work 
schedule compatible with your ener- 
gy levels. 


Are you staying true to your New Year’s resolutions after all this time? 


By ArT CAREY 


(KRT) 


lise evOurre like most 
Americans, your New Year’s res- 
olutions were: to get in shape; to 
lose weight. 

It says something about how 
difficult such goals are that year 
in and year out people make the 
same resolutions over and over 
again. According to one survey, 
only about a fifth of those who 
begin an exercise or weight-loss 
program on Jan. | are still at it by 
Bec 31. 

Althea Zanecosky would like 
to make you a “successful loser.” 
No oxymoron that; when it comes 
to excess flab, losing is the name 
of the game. Listen to what she 
has to say, and this may be the 
last year you resolve to shed 
some lard. 

Zanecosky, 51, is a registered 
dietitian who preaches on behalf 
of the American Dietetic 
Association. When it comes to 
nutrition, she knows her stuff. 
Normally, I don’t associate with 
nutritionists. They can ruin a 
manly meal. But Zanecosky is no 
food fascist or dietary do-gooder. 
For instance, she believes there 
are no “bad foods,” and she does- 
n’t wag her finger because I love 
Spam. 

This is a busy time for 
Zanecosky. What with everybody 
in the mood to self-improve, she’s 
making the media rounds, giving 
quotes about how you, too, can go 
from porker to looker. 

This is also a time she dreads. 
The diet scammers and charlatans 
are out in full force, peddling 
wonder pills, secret formulas, and 
miracle weight-loss schemes (as 
seen on TV!) so that you, too, can 
lose 30 pounds in just 30 days! 
With no messy’ workouts! 
Guaranteed! Or your money 
back! 


File photo 


Happy New Year honey! Wait you're not my wife. Oh yeah, I remember. I love Las Vegas. 


This kind of tripe riles 
Zanecosky, but three outrages 
make her go nuclear: 

«Diet pills for kids. Sold over 
the counter as herbal supple- 
ments, these products escape 
FDA scrutiny. “Kids are fat for a 
lot of reasons,” she says, “but 
don’t try to fix it with a pill, espe- 
cially a pill that hasn’t been test- 
ed, isn’t effective, and may be 
unsafe.” 

*Legal speed. Herbal stimu- 
lants like ephedra and guarana 
rev the metabolism and goose the 
body’s adrenaline pump. They 
can also short-circuit the heart, 
sending it into fatal overdrive. 
Zanecosky calls the stuff “organ- 
ic amphetamines.” 

*Fat and starch blockers. 
“They don’t work,” Zanecosky 
says. Plus, they cause a heap of 


GI distress—gas, flatulence, diar- 
rhea. 

“Why would you want to 
block nutrients?” she asks. “Not 
being able to absorb nutrients is a 
symptom of disease.” 

And now that that’s off your 
chest, spill the beans. Tell us how 
to lose weight once and for all. 

For the last eight years, 
researchers at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
and the University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center have been 
running something called the 
National Weight Control 
Registry. 

It’s a clearinghouse for suc- 
cess stories, and there are more 
than 3,000. These are folks who 
have shed more than 30 pounds 
and kept if off for five years _ 
what Zanecosky calls “the gold 


standard” of weight control. 
Through the registry, these “suc- 
cessful losers” have told scien- 
tists how they did it, sharing tech- 
niques for achieving what to most 
Americans seems impossible— 
permanent weight loss. 

“There are no pills, no magic 
formulas, no special diets, like 
the Ornish-Atkins stuff,” she 
says. “Nobody did any of that.” 

What did they do? Simply 
made sure energy in equals ener- 
gy out, and vice versa. 

On the energy-in side of the 
equation, they ate moderate sery- 
ings from all five food groups 
(meat and fish, vegetables, fruits, 
grains and dairy), and their nutri- 
tional intake mirrored the recent 
recommendation of the National 
Institute of Medicine: 25 percent 
fat; 20 percent protein; 55 percent 


carbohydrate. 

“The main thing was they 
watched their portion sizes and 
limited high-fat food,” Zanecosky 
says. “They didn’t cut out treats 
altogether, but they weren’t eat- 
ing a pint of Ben and Jerry’s 
every day.” 

On the energy-out side, the 
common thread was this: They 
moved and used their bodies. 
Specifically, they burned about 
2,800 calories a week, or 400 
calories a day, in focused, delib- 
erate exertion. Walking accounted 
for about half the 400; strength 
training, biking and aerobics con- 
sumed the rest. 

The trick in a nutshell: mod- 
eration in consumption; consis- 
tency in exertion. Hardly the stuff 
that sells diet books _ no quick 
fixes, short cuts or overnight 
results. And it’s probably not 
what you want to hear. 

“The good news is that you 
can control your weight,” 
Zanecosky says. “There are tried 
and true methods, and they work. 
The bad news is that it’s going to 
take some effort. 

To lose weight, you’re going 
to have to eat less and exercise 
more, which means you'll proba- 
bly be a little uncomfortable for a 
while. 

“But the changes you make to 
lose weight are the changes that 
will enable you to keep it off per- 
manently. “Going on’ a diet 
implies ‘going off’ at some point, 
which means going back to what 
caused the problem in the first 
place. Successful losers are suc- 
cessful because they’re commit- 
ted to permanent changes. 

“Do it right and you won’t 
have to do it again. Who wants to 
keep making the same resolution 
every Jan. 1?” 


pees ee 
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By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Having trouble deciding 
who’s going to win the Super 
Bowl? Your not alone, in this 
wacky time in the NFL trying to 
pick a clear cut champion is hard- 
er than sitting through an entire 
game announced by Dick Vitale. 

However, when push comes 
to shove I think the Philadelphia 
Eagles have the best shot of 
grasping the holy grail. 

Tampa Bay is at a clear disad- 
vantage going into the vet with a 
banged up Brad Johnson. 
Donovan McNabb looked better 
than anyone thought he would 
against Atlanta and with a week 
under his belt should give the 
vaunted Tampa defense a run for 
their money. 

In the big game the Eagles 
match up a lot better with 
Oakland than Tennessee. The 
Titans have a similar make on 
offense and their defense is solid 
although not as solid as Philly’s. 

The Raiders will have to pass 
on a very good Eagles secondary 
and when that doesn’t work 
Tyrone Wheatley, Zack Crockett 
and the Raiders rushing game 
will have to come face to face 
with Hugh Douglas. 

So, look for Andy Reid’s 
team to wear down the silver and 
black in a tight Super Bowl 
XXXVII. 


Who's going to win the 
Super Bowl? 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Copy Editor 


Even though the paper is being 
put to bed before the AFC and NFC 
Championship games are played, I 
pick the Oakland Raiders to be the 
Super Bowl winners this year. 

Let me put it this way Rich 
Gannon, Tim Brown, Jerry Rice, 
Bill Romanowski, Rod Woodson 
and the reast of the Raiders are 
determined to not let the Lombardi 
Trophy escape their grasp this 
year. 

League MVP Gannon threw 
for a total of 4689 yrds and 26 TDs, 
not too shabby! He is not their only 
offensive weapon either. WR 
Brown and Rice combined for a 
total of 173 receptions and 9 TDs. 

The black and silver’s, wow 
that’s a switch for me, defense is a 
tough one. They will be chal- 
langed, but I think they will over 
come their challenges and let 
Gannon and the rest of the offense 
do their magic. 

While the ever so knowledge- 
able Tim Silva thinks the Raiders 
are the Red Sox of the NFL, | think 
they will not only make it to the big 
dance but win. And I would have to 
disagree with Tim’s choice. As 
much as I hate to admit it, I think 
the Buffalo Bills are the Red Sox 
of the NFL. What other team has 
ended up runner-up in four straight 
Super Bowls? 


Cure for Super Bow] hangover 


Well, ~ it’s 
late January 
and that means 
one thing... 


Super Bowl 
time is upan us. 
Once the big 
game is over 
sports fans all 
over the coun- 
try will be look- 
ing for some- 
thing to grab on to. 

The NBA is still months away 
from getting exciting while the NHL 
offers very few captivating story- 
lines. 

So, in addition to counting down 
the days until pitchers and catchers 
report to spring training, here is a few 
things sports fans can do to cure their 
Super Bowl hangovers. 

1. Get a head start on picking 
your fantasy football teams. With all 
the stats available to breakdown it’s 


never too early to start getting infor- 
mation together. 

2. Make a wish list for your team 
in the April NFL draft. I know as a 
Patriots fan visions of a running back 
and solid pass rusher are dancing in 
my head. 

3. Keep a tally of how many 
times Oakland Raiders kicker 


aman Gao 


We'll see you in 


August. 


Sebastian Janikowski gets arrested. 
4. Go back and read the “Peter 
King Archives” on cnnsi.com to try 
and pick up any loose football 
knowledge that may be floating 


around out there. 

5. Travel to places like Albany 
and check out the Arena Football 
League... hey it’s football. 

6. Read some solid football 
books like “Friday Night Lights” and 
“The Junction Boys.” 

7. Be sure to get your monthly 
dose of “NFL Films” including tales 
from the frozen tundra of Lambeau 
Field. 

8. Brush up on your NFL history 
by reading back issues of the 
Observer and my Top #10 players of 
all-time. 

9. Join a flag football league, 
wear your favorite players jersey and 
pretend to be in the spotlight for a 
couple hours. 

10. Finally, go back and watch all 
your teams games from the 2002 sea- 
son and try and figure out where they 
went wrong. 

Well that’s it. If these suggestions 
can’t keep you occupied than I don’t 
know what to tell you except good 
luck and see you in August. 


Slumping Bruins, at least it’s J anuary 


Well, the 
Bruins — have 
definitely been 
in a slump late- 
ly. General 
Manager Mike 
O’ Connell 
made an 
attempt to 
bring the team 
out of their funk by trading goalie 
John Grahame to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning for a fourth round pick in 
the 2004 entry draft. Many would say 
it was a stupid move considering the 
Bruins didn’t get a body in return. 
But if you think about it, what exact- 
ly is Grahame worth? Not much. At 
least not in my book. 

Grahame was given the chance to 
prove himself as the starting net-min- 
der but down the stretch the only 
thing Grahame proved was he is not 
up to the caliber the team needs. 
Now it’s time for Steve Sheilds to get 
his chance. We'll see if he can step 
up and take over the starting position. 

The team has still yet to trade 
defenseman Kyle McLaren, who has 
been sitting out since the start of the 
season when he asked to be traded 
for a change of scenery. Rumors sur- 
round a possible trade with the New 


York Islanders for veteran goalie 
Chris Osgood. Personally, I’d like to 
see Kyle lace up his skates and get 
back on the ice with the black and 
gold. 

What about Martin Lapointe? 
Maybe he should be put on the trad- 
ing block. He has done nothing this 
season to help the B’s at all. What 
does [coach] Robbie Ftorek do? Put 
him on the first line with Joe Thorton 
and Glenn Murray to try and get 
Lapointe’s game back up to par. 
Guess what, it didn’t work. Put Mike 
Knuble back on the first line where 
he belongs. 

Recently Ftorek sat veteran 
defenseman Don Sweeney and 
brought up another AHL prospect to 
try and get some offense from the 
blue line. Maybe Ftorek should con- 
sider sitting Lapointe, maybe that 
will get his game back, if he thinks 
he has to work to save his place in the 
line-up. 

On a positive note,Thorton and 
Murray were both voted to the All- 
Star game, Feb.2 in Sunrise, Fla., 
home of the Panthers. It will be 
Thorton’s second appearance and 
Murray’s first. Thorton actually fin- 
ished second in the votes for centers 
behind future Hall of Famer Mario 
Lemieux. 

The B’s have also acquired 
Krzysztof Oliwa from the New York 


Rangers for a ninth round pick in the 
2004 entry draft. Oliwa joined PJ 
Stock and Sean Brown on what is 
now being dubbed the “rumble line.” 
Known for physical play and fight- 
ing, Oliwa adds size at 6’5”, 243 Ibs. 
to the fourth line. In every game, 
since Oliwa’s debut, at least one of 
the three has gotten into a scrap with 
an opposing player. Let’s not forget 
the PJ wave. Maybe Oliwa will come 
up with his own signature wave for 
the fans. 

Hopefully the black and gold can 
get out of their funk soon and get 
back to playing dominating hockey 
like they were in October and 
November. But as I always say, real 
fans will not give up on them yet. It’s 
only January and there is still plenty 
of hockey left to be played. 

Moving on to another note, I was 
shocked and sad to learn of Boston 
Globe writer Will McDonough’s 
passing. Although I was not one of 
his biggest fans in his late years, 
McDonough was a knowledgable 
sports writer. It’s weird to open the 
Globe and not see the sketch of his 
face next to the famous byline. 
While his views were never accepted 
by everyone, McDonough definetely 
was respected by players, owners and 
coaches. He will be missed and can 
not be replaced in the sports world. 
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Knights almost pull off upset 


Knights rally but fall 
Just short losing to 
Roxbury, 84-80 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Opinion Editor 


The Knights were underdogs in 
their game against Roxbury. Roxbury 
is one of the top teams 
in the region thus 
making this game a 
challenge. The only 
way our team could 
win would be through 
proper execution and 
strong defense. 

There was plenty 
of “ooo”s and “ahh’’s 
during the first half. 
Roxbury dominated 
the boards and the 
floor while NECC was 
struggling to maintain focus. Our 
team failed to keep the ball and made 
too many costly turnovers. At one 
point the audience could witness a 
turnover when Thomas West, passed 
the ball to Luis Juarbe, who dropped 
the ball. Kenneth Jackson of 
Roxbury, would then steal the ball 
and run down the court for an easy 
two. 

Jackson would become the 
Knights biggest problem. He stole, 
shot, blocked, and rebounded with 
near perfection. His presence on the 
team was noticeable. While you 
watched the game, he was some- 
where, doing something, and adding 
to their score somehow. Jackson 


never sat down on the bench. 

The first half ended with the 
Knights praying for a miracle. The 
score was 24 - 42. Roxbury thought 
they had this game finished. As we 
all know, desperate times mean des- 
perate measures. The Knights wanted 
this game. 

The second half was a surprise 
turn-around as the Knights gradually 
added to their score. You could feel 
the hint of a miracle as the audience 
began to chant “DEFENSE”. Every 
time our team stole the ball and made 
two points on the turnover the audi- 
ence followed with the “OH”. At one 


——_—_————__¢ 6¢—_—_ It 


You could feel the vibe of a team 
that just might make it. 


moment Francisco Santos stole the 
ball and was running down the court. 
To everyone’s amazement he passed 
the ball from behind his back to 
Ruben Perez, who laid it up over the 
head of a player of the opposing 
team. 

You could feel the vibe of a team 
that just might make it. After 
Roxbury reached a score of 50 points 
they were silenced while the Knights 
causally blocked and stole the ball to 
create a 14 point run. Once the two 
teams reached nearly 70 points, it 
became a tie game for several min- 
utes. 

Technical difficulties interrupted 
the intense battle within the last five 


minutes of the game. At this point 
every basket counted. Every mistake 
became fatal. And every second the 
clock ticked down made their cause 
more crucial to win. 

It was then Jackson and Edwin 
Mack of Roxbury stepped up. They 
made sure every shot was blocked. 
Our own team did the same but they 
were over matched. Their offense 
was not improving either. It was the 
only thing throughout the whole 
game they could not master. The rim 
constantly rejected simple jumpers 
that the Knights made. Dropped 
passes were another problem they 

couldn’t correct. 
was no 
surprise by the 
last minute that 
Knights will fail 
to make any- 
thing happen. 
Much of 
Roxbury’s per- 
formance had 
dwindled since 
the beginning of 
the second half 
but they still had 
enough juice to stuff the Knights. 
The final score was the Knights, 80, 
Roxbury, 84. 

Next up for coach Darren 
Stratton and the Knights is UCONN- 
Avery Point on Jan. 30 at home, 7:00 
p-m. 

The Knights travel to Dean 
College on Feb. 3 for a 7:00 p.m. 
game. 

The 7-8 Knights will look to 
build on the momentum gained in the 
valiant effort against Roxbury. 


Will McDonough 
1936-2003 
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Will McDonough passed away Jan. 9 at the age of 67 


All of us in the journalism world were sad- 
dened upon hearing of the death of leg- 
endary Boston Globe columinst Will 
McDonough on Jan. 9. 

Will was a fixture in the Boston sports 
scene for over 40 years, 


He will be missed. 


Top 10 Red Sox of all time: #’s 10 & 9 


Cronin and Wood 
start off our list of 
all-time Red Sox 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The following is the first install- 
ment in a series commemorating the 
ten best players in the history of the 
Boston Red Sox. 

Making this list was no easy task. 
When an organization has been 
around since 1901 and has spawned 
the kind of history the Red Sox have 
narrowing down the ten best players 
ever to wear a Red Sox uniform was 
a fun but agonizing experience. 

There are players not listed in 
this series that very well could have 
been. I’m sure strong cases can and 
will be made for a lot of them. 

I welcome all the readers of the 
Observer to express their opinions on 
the subject. Who in your opinion is 
the greatest to play for the hometown 
nine? 

I also encourage readers to sub- 
mit separate top ten baseball related 
lists: The ten best pitchers? Hitters? 
Outfielders? Infielders? Managers? 
All opinions are welcome. 

I will also be profiling some 


other key figures in the history of the 
Red Sox as well as key events. 

So here it is the ten best Red Sox 
of all-time. 


#10 Joe Cronin 


Photo courtesy of MLB.com 


Joe Cronin in his prime with 
the Red Sox 


Joe Cronin has one of the most 
thorough resumes in the history of 
baseball. Cronin was associated with 
the Red Sox for 24 seasons as a play- 
er, manager and general manager 
before becoming American League 
President in 1959. 


Prior to his days, in Boston 
Cronin played for the Washington 
Senators from 1928-1934 serving as 
a player/manager from 1933-34. 

At the end of the 1934 season 
Cronin was sold to the Sox for 
$225,000. Cronin enjoyed much suc- 
cess hitting in Fenway Park. Three 
times he registered slugging percent- 
ages over .500 with a career high 
.536 in 1938. He hit a career high 24 
home runs in 1940. 

Cronin finished his career with a 
.301 batting average, 1,424 runs bat- 
ted in and a very impressive 118 
triples. 

Cronin was a very reliable 
infielder over the course of his 
career. He led the league in assists 
and putouts in 1940. 

The former American League 
Chairman was elected to the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1956, the 
Red Sox Hall of Fame in 1995 and 
had his number four retired by the 
Red Sox on May 29, 1984. 

As a manager, Cronin had a .540 
winning percentage with a record of 
1236-1055. While serving as skipper 
of the Sox he managed such Sox leg- 
ends as Ted Williams, Johnny Pesky, 
Dom DiMaggio and Bobby Doerr. 


#9 Joe Wood 


Smoky Joe Wood was one of the 
most well known pitchers in the early 
history of baseball. 


Wood played for the Red Sox 
from 1908-1917, in that span of time 
he enjoyed some of the most success- 
ful seasons in Red Sox history. 

In 1912, at the age of 22, Wood 
went 34-5 with 35 complete games 
and ten shutouts. 

A year earlier, in 1911, Wood 
won 23 games including a July 29 
no-hitter against St. Louis. 

Wood had one of the best fast- 
balls in baseball history. Smoky. Joe 
was often compared to his contempo- 
rary Walter Johnson. In 1912 
Johnson said, “Can I throw harder 
than Joe Wood? Listen, my friend, 
there’s no man alive that can throw 
harder than Smoky Joe Wood.” 

What was even more impressive 
about Wood was the fact that he also 
was known to hit the ball pretty well. 
In his stand out year of 1912, Wood 
batted .290 in addition to winning 34 
games on the mound. 

On July 4, 1913 Wood hit two 
doubles in one inning against the A’s 
setting a record for pitchers. 

In August of 1915, Wood fired 
two shutouts including a one hitter 
against Cleveland in the span of one 
week. 

In 1917, Wood’s arm gave out on 
him and he was sold to the Cleveland 
Indians. Despite the less than glori- 
ous ending to his career with the Red 
Sox Wood, is still without a doubt 
one of the greatest players to ever 
wear a Boston uniform. 
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Joe Wood delivers for Boston 
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Photo Essay 


: A basketball display by the NECC Knights 


Photos by Michael Boucher 
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NE player takes it to the hole... for O: 


Through the basket, two points. | 


